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response to a question of Emperor William's regarding
the state of the public mind in Denmark, I may have
mentioned this fact, but it would be absurd to attribute
such ideas to the Danish Minister of Foreign Affairs,
when I knew that Count Raben's chief reason for being
more inclined than his predecessors to cultivate good
relations with Germany was to ameliorate the lot of the
Danish population of Schleswig. Besides, how could I
have spoken of an attack by England and a Russo-German
occupation of Denmark, when I was in total ignorance
of the conversations that had taken place at Bjorkoe f
Such eventualities in my view, were beyond all
probability*
There was still another reason why I, of all the diplo-
mats accredited to Copenhagen, should have been least
suspected of treating lightly the question of Denmark's
neutrality or sympathizing with an eventual violation
thereof. It will be recalled that I had been requested
during the Russo-Japanese War to obtain permission for
the passage of Admiral Rodjestvensky's fleet through the
Grand Belt, that is, through straits controlled by Danish
sovereignty. This occurred before the Hague Conven-
tions had definitely regulated matters concerning the
passage of neutral straits in time of war. Japan made
every effort to persuade the Danish Government not to
grant right of way to the Russian fleet, or, at least, not to
lend it the assistance of licensed pilots; but, basing my
demand upon the precedent established during the
Crimean War, in favour of the allied fleets of France
and England, I succeeded in obtaining the same facili-
ties, and others still more important, for the Russian
fleet, thereby helping to establish a great principle of
international jurisprudence, namely, that of the free
of neutral straits in war-time* So it would